
The Rt Hon Baroness Anelay of St Johns DBE 
Minister of State of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Prime Minister’s Special Representative on Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict 
House of Lords, London, SW1A 0PW 
 
  

 London, 28th October 2016 
 
  
Dear Baroness Anelay, 
  
We are writing ahead of Colombia’s President Juan Manuel Santos’ state visit to the UK to 
urge you to continue supporting the Colombian Government’s negotiation efforts. 
  
As you are aware, the ‘no’ vote won by a razor-thin margin (0,43%) on the referendum about 
the peace agreement signed on 26 September. Their victory has triggered a political crisis that 
could lead to the collapse of the peace process and a return to war. 
  
A vast number of Colombians do not want this outcome, which is why hundreds of thousands 
of them have joined demonstrations, vigils and other public events in Colombia, UK, US, 
Australia, France, Spain, Brazil and elsewhere (the attached brochure collects a sample of 
these activities in the UK). People are urging the Colombian government, FARC and the ‘no’ 
vote opposition to maintain the peace talks and to reach a consensus as soon as possible. 
  
Citizens fear that if the negotiations suffer unnecessary delays, the ceasefire – which has 
markedly reduced armed conflict-related violence – may become unstable or that FARC could 
disintegrate into smaller structures that would be nearly impossible to demobilise. Importantly, 
Colombian women are also concerned about the attempts to remove a set of gender 
provisions from the accord, in particular those related to conflict-related gender-based 
violence. 
   
We are grateful for your active work towards a peaceful and prosperous Colombia with closer 
links to the United Kingdom, and call on you to keep on building on the notable contributions 
that various MPs and the British Government have made to the Colombian peace process 
during the past four years by: 
  
- Asking the Prime Minister and Parliament to send clear signs that they continue to support 
President Santos’ negotiation efforts, uphold their commitment to financial support during the 
implementation of the agreement and stress that a consensus must be reached promptly. 
  
- Voicing the importance of maintaining: 
  
a. the agreement’s goal of guaranteeing truth, justice and reparation for the thousands of 
victims the conflict has left; 
  
b. the accord’s gender provisions as a right step to guarantee that victims of conflict-related 
sexual violence will have access to justice. This is in line with the British Government’s stated 
goal of reducing and preventing sexual violence in Colombia; and 
  
c. the agreement’s provisions on a land reform that will see the displaced victims return to their 
rightful land and the consolidation of a strengthened rural economy that will lift people out of 
poverty. 
  
  
  



- Urging the British UN Ambassador to take a leading role at the UN Security Council during 
the discussions about the new mandate of the UN Mission in Colombia tasked with the 
verification of the ceasefire and laying down of arms. The UK must call on countries that 
contribute to the Mission with unarmed observers to continue deploying their personnel. 
  
  
We know you share with us the hope of a peaceful Colombia; your support at this moment will 
be crucial to our hopes becoming a reality. 
  
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
  
ABColombia 
  
Agenda Internacional de Iniciativas por la Paz – Londres 
  
Colombian Caravana UK Lawers' Group 
  
Congreso de los Pueblos - Londres 
  
Equipo Creer es el Primer Paso (Collective To Believe is the First Step) 
  
Fundación Plan Perdón - Forgiveness Plan Foundation 
  
Group of Colombian PhD Students in the UK funded by Colciencias and the Newton-Caldas 
Fund 
  
Group of Colombian PhD Students in the UK funded by Colciencias 
  
Group of Colombian Students in the University of Bristol 
  
Imperial College Latin American Society 
  
International Alert 
  
Latin-American Society, Imperial College London 
  
LSE SU Colombian Society 
  
Movimiento Jaguar Despierto 
  
Paz A La Calle UK 
  
Peace Brigades International 
  
Rodeemos el Diálogo 
  
Truth, Memory and Reconciliation Commission of Colombian Women in Diaspora 
  
UCL Colombian Society 
  
United Migrant Workers Education Project 
  
War on Want 



  
WILPF UK - Women's International League for Peace and Freedom 
  
  
Adriana Medina Lalinde, PhD Researcher, City University of London 
  
Adriana Torres Ballesteros, PhD. University of Southampton 
  
Alberto Zerda-Noriega, British citizen 
  
Alejandra Casas Muñoz, University of Bristol 
  
Alida M Acosta 
  
Alun Howard, British citizen 
  
Amparo Beron Cardona 
  
Ana Carrigan, Irish citizen living in UK 
  
Ana Maria Narvaez, City University of London 
  
Anamaria Tamayo Duque, Loughborough University 
  
Andrea González Peña, PhD student, University of Essex 
  
Andrea Pelaez, Colombian with Indefinite Leave to Remain in UK 
  
Angela Acevedo, British citizen 
  
Angela Hernández, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Angélica Quintero, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Antonella Silvestro, UCL Institute of the Americas 
  
Austa Cochran, British citizen 
  
Boris Ochoa Tocachi, Imperial College London, President of IC Latin-American Society 
  
Camila Marin Restrepo, University College London, British and Colombian citizen 
  
Camilo A. Mesa, Colombian student, Imperial College London 
  
Carlos Alberto Vallejo Ramírez, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Carlos Andrés Duque, University of Westminster 
  
Carlos Arturo Durán, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Carolina Montoya-Pachongo, University of Leeds, Colciencias Scholar 
  
Cindy Lorena Raigoso, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Cindy Natalia Molano Camargo , Colombian studying in the UK 



  
Claudia Esperanza Henderson, British and Colombian citizen 
  
Claudia Fernanda Castro Faccetti, University of Leeds, Bolívar Gana con Ciencia Scholar 
  
Claudia González, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Costanzo Capecce, British citizen 
  
Cristian Duran, Colombian and British citizen 
  
Danny Collins, British citizen 
  
David Tarazona 
  
David Walker, Newcastle University 
  
Diana Guzmán Hartmann, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Diana Milena Camacho Corzo, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Diego Armando Ojeda Pedraza, University of Southampton, Newton-Caldas Fund Scholar 
  
Diego Fernando Ramirez Guerrero, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Diego Vargas, Imperial College London 
  
Dr Anna Sadnicka 
  
Dr Carmen Fracchia, Birkbeck University of London 
  
Dr Catalina Stendall, British citizen 
  
Dr Diego Kaski 
  
Dr Jacobo Clemente Stendall MBBS MRCGP, British citizen 
  
Dr Maire Braniff, Director of INCORE, Ulster University 
  
Dr Par Engstrom, UCL Institute of the Americas 
  
Eduardo Eliécer Osorio 
  
Eric Burns, Imperial College 
  
Felipe Ramirez Restrepo, University of York 
  
Francinia Protti, Costa Rican and Italian citizen living in the UK 
  
Gabriela Doria, University of Cambridge, Newton-Caldas Fund Scholar 
  
German Lema Mejia, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Gillian Robinson 
  



Gloria Bernal Posada, British citizen 
  
Gwen Burnyeat, UCL 
  
Hector Archila, Rodeemos el Diálogo 
  
Irene Amore, Italian citizen living in the UK 
  
James Braun, British citizen 
  
Jaskiran Chohan, UCL Institute of the Americas 
  
Johanna Perez Gomez, PhD student, UCL Anthropology Department 
  
John Quiroga Medina 
  
Jorge Perdomo, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Jose Andres Franco, Imperial College London 
  
Joshua Hollands, chair UCL Americas Research Network 
  
Juan Camilo Chacon-Duque, PhD student, University College London 
  
Juan Sebastián García González, University of York 
  
Juliana Restrepo, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Julibeth Torres, Creer es el Primer Paso 
  
Laura Marcela Campos Rivera, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Laura Querubin 
  
Lauren Hawkridge, British citizen, University College London 
  
Linda Quintero, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Lorena Cuervo, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Louisa Seddik, French citizen living in the UK 
  
Lucia Camacho 
  
Luz Maria Valencia Bocanegra, London South Bank University 
  
Margarita Corzo, British citizen 
  
María Camila Pantoja Ruiz, University College of London 
  
Maria del Carmen Fernández, London School of Economics 
  
Maria Gundestrup-Larsen, University of Edinburgh 
  
María Paula Escobar, UK and Colombian citizen, Research Associate, King's College London 



  
Maritza Make, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Martha Lucia Borras G, St Andrews University 
  
Melissa Mendoza Morales, University College London 
  
Mirta Osorio, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Natalia Amaya Medina, Colombian citizen studying in the UK 
  
Natalia Lozada, Colombian citizen living in the Uk 
  
Natalia Nino, University of Edinburgh 
  
Natalia Riveros Anzola, University of York 
  
Nathalia Salamanca-Sarmiento, Colombian PhD researcher living in Scotland. 
  
Oscar Martinez, University College London 
  
Otoniel Ramirez 
  
Pablo M Mejia, British citizen 
  
Pamela Gongora Salazar, London School of Economics and Political Science 
  
Patricia Díaz Daza, Senior Lecturer, London College of Communication, University of the Arts 
  
Patricia Sandino Zapata, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Patrick Gerard Dahill, British citizen, Adur & South Downs Constituency 
  
Paula Andrea Duque Agudelo, British citizen 
  
Paula Mejía-Wright, Colombian and British citizen living in the UK 
  
Paulina Zerda-Webb 
  
Priscilla Carrillo-Barragan, Newcastle University 
  
Professor Maxine Molyneux, UCL 
  
Rachel Hall, British citizen 
  
Ranveig Svenning Berg, Norwegian citizen living in the UK 
  
Rory Kaye, British citizen 
  
Sandra Milena Camelo Pinilla, Goldsmiths College 
  
Sara Marcela Valencia Cadavid, University of Edinburgh 
  
Sarah Zerda-Webb, British citizen 
  



Sebastián Rodríguez Cárdenas, University College London 
  
Sebastian W. Ocampo, President of King's College London Latin American Society 
  
Sergio H. Orozco-Echeverri, University of Edinburgh 
  
Simon Wright, British citizen 
  
Sol Natalia Giraldo, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
Tania Ganitsky 
  
Tania Soriano, University of Sussex 
  
Tatiana Joiro, University of Reading 
  
Tatiana Sánchez Parra, University of Essex 
  
Verónica Ramírez Montenegro, University College London, Newton-Caldas Fund Scholar 
  
Victoria Zeeb 
  
Ximena Alarcón, Academic Researcher UAL, British and Colombian Citizen 
  
Ximena Vengoechea, Advocate, Member of the Scottish Criminal Bar 
  
Zulma Milena Cucunubá, Imperial College London 
  
Zulma Rocio Vargas Garzon, Colombian citizen living in the UK 
  
  
  
This letter has been addressed to: 
  
Lord Alderdice, chair APPG for conflict 
  
Rt Hon Baroness Anelay of St Johns DBE 
  
Baroness Hooper CMG, co-Chair APPG for Latin America 
  
Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP 
  
Rt Hon Kenneth Clarke QC MP 
  
Rt Hon Nick Clegg MP 
  
Rt Hon Ann Clwyd MP, chair APPG for Human Rights 
  
Rt Hon Jeremy Corbyn MP 
  
Rt Hon Sir Alan Duncan MP 
  
Rt Hon Sir Jeffrey M. Donaldson MP 
  
Rt Hon Sir Hugo Swire MP 



  
Chris Bryant MP 
  
Mark Durkan MP 
  
Robert Flello MP 
  
Patrick Grady MP 
  
Caroline Lucas MP 
  
Christian Matheson MP 
  
Kerry McCarthy MP 
  
Kara Owen, Director Americas, Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
  
Jim Shannon MP 
  
Gary Streeter MP 
  
Graham Stuart MP, chair APPG for Latin America 
  
Emily Thornberry MP 
  
Catherine West MP 
  
Copy sent to His Excellency Ambassador Mr. Néstor Osorio Londoño 
 


